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men's hearts were touched, and pity for weakness blend-
ing strangely with wondering admiration of unlimited
power; an agitation of gratitude, sympathy, and astonish-
ment, such as nothing else could ever excite, sprang up
in them ; and when, turning from his deeds to his words,
they found this very self-denial which had guided his
own life prescribed as the principle which should guide
theirs, gratitude broke forth in joyful obedience, self-
denial produced self-denial, and the Law and Lawgiver
together were enshrined in their inmost hearts for
inseparable veneration.

It is plain that whatever there is novel in such a
line of argument must depend upon the way in which
it is handled; and it is the extraordinary and sustained
power with which this is done which gives its character
to the book. The writer's method consists in realis-
ing with a depth of feeling and thought which it would
not be easy to match, what our Lord was in His
human ministry, as that ministry is set before us by
those who witnessed it; and next, in showing in detail
the connection of that ministry, which wrought so
much by teaching, but still more by the Divine
example, "not sparing words but resting most on
deeds," with all that is highest, purest, and best in
the morality of Christendom, and with what is most
fruitful and most hopeful in the differences between
the old world and our own. We cannot think we are
wrong when we say that no one could speak of our
Lord as this writer speaks, with the enthusiasm, the
overwhelming sense of His inexpressible authority, of